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The Khonds, also called the Samanthas, are divided into a number of clans and each
clan has a clan deity. They have a village deity ('Jakari penu'), deity of the house ('Illupenu'),
besides deities of the mountains, streams, of forests, of rains and of diseases. Their festivals,
at one time notorious for human and animal sacrifice, also include the worshipping rituals
of Hire Parbu, Maha Parbu, Jananga Parbu, etc. A priest, called''dasari', officiates at the
life-cycle ceremonies.
Gadabas believe in spirits and also in transmigration of souls. Thus ancestor-worship
predominates their religious festivals.
Similarly, for all the tribes in the Visakhapatnam district, ancestral worship is very sacred.
These spirits, called 'dumba'.are invoked and revered. All these tribes (except the Samanthas)
have a common pantheon of gods and goddesses, each presiding over a particular sphere of
life. 'Pedda-demudu Pandaga', 'Bhima-devudi Pandaga', 'Mankamma devi Pandaga', 'Ganga
devudu Pandaga', and 'Nandi-devudu Pandaga', are the rituals associated with religion. Different
harvesting times are celebrated. 'Mamldi Kotha', 'Korra-sama Kotha' and 'Chikkudu Kotha'
are such festivals when men and women ioin in revelry* Chitra Parbo or Itila Panduga Is the
hunting ceremony which goes on for five days and includes the invoking of Nishan devata
for a good hunt.
Koyas of the Oodavar! basin worship Mamlll, Komalamma, Korraju (Korra raju) and Potharaju,
the deities of harvesting, diseases, crops and village protection respectively. They worship
Bhlma Devudu as their supreme deity. Different religious functionaries are assigned duities
during the rituals. Mamlll Kolupu and Kondala Kolupu are celebrated with great pomp and
gaiety. Their most celebrated festival is that of Sammakka-Saralamma Jatara, held once in
two years, in honour of two sisters who committed Sati. This is celebrated at Medaram village
in Warangal district when more than 2 million people worship the deities with great devotion.
All of them are also great devotees of Sri Rama.
Konda Reddls celebrate festivals of life-cycle and harvest cycle with great involvement.
MamidI Kotha, Bhudevi Pandaga, Gangamma Pandaga, Vana Devudu Pandaga are some
belonging to the harvest cycle, whereas rituals In honour of Mutyalamma, Pandavulu and
Guntamma art celebrated with serenity and pomp. They believe in sorcery and black magic
and so the Veju" (Magician-doctor) wield* great respect in ail Konda Redd! clans.
For the Naikpods who believe that they are the progeny of the Pandavas, the latter occupy
an Important place in their pantheon. Their supreme deity is Laxmi Devara and the festival In
her honour is celebrated for a whole month. Peddamma is the deity invoked on occasions
when diseases and epidemics encounter them.